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Pure Abstraction

Yucrasa abcTpakuyma

The first exhibition in Russia of works
by contemporary American artist
Susan Swartz has opened in the
Marble Palace. It includes around
100 paintings of various years from
the collections of foreign museums,
private collections, and the artist's
personal archive.

Lidiya Shapovalova

wartz explores the possibilities of the landscape
genre in abstract painting. Her works are pure
abstraction. Although the principal structures
visible on the canvas — trees, flowers, plants,
plays of light and shade — can be seen as elements of
nature, they are removed from reality to become inte-
gral components of the image.
“Personal Path” is your first exhibition in Russia. What is
its target audience?
My work is for those who love art for the sake of art.
People who enjoy vibrant colors, interpretations of na-
ture, and abstraction typically enjoy my artwork. The “Per-
sonal Path” exhibition shows my growth as an artist —
the evolving style and colors that make my work unique.
Do you remember when you got interested in drawing?
My interest in art began in high school when | took a
painting class. | enjoyed it and my teachers saw potential
and so | decided to become an art major in college.
While | began in oils, | worked in pen and ink and pas-
tels, and after developing an allergy to oils and solvents
| started working with watercolors eventually progressing
to acrylic, and am now experimenting with mixed media.
Who were your teachers? What did they teach you? Were
there only professional lessons?
In college | had a broad education in painting, sculpture,
printmaking, ceramics, etc. but painting was my love.
Do you remember your first exhibition? How difficult
was it? Has it become easier for you to present your
new paintings to the audience now?
| tried various art fairs, etc. with some success and after
a few years | remember well my first real gallery show in
Princeton, NJ. And then a series of shows in New Jersey,
New York and eventually in Park City and Martha's Vine-
yard. My first museum show was in 2007 and today |
am just as nervous about this upcoming museum show
as | was my first exhibition.
Can you tell me a little bit about your family?
Wonderful supportive family, husband of many years, a
son and twin daughters, an abundance of grandchildren.
A number of close relatives who are also painters and
musicians.
Do you have any hobbies outside your profession?
Skiing, tennis, travel. Social philanthropy and documen-
tary film.
Are you vain? What does fame mean for you?
Sure hope not! Fame brings responsibility and | try to
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B MpamopHOM ABOpLE OTKPbITa
nepsas B Poccum nepcoHanbHas
BblCTaBKa COBPEMEHHOW aMepuKaH-
CKOW XygoxHMUbl Cblo3aH Ceopuy
(okono 100 KMBOMMUCHbIX NPOK3Be-
AEHUIN pa3HblX NeT U3 3apybexHbIX
My3€eeB, YaCTHbIX KONNEKLMIA N Y-
Horo cobpaHua asTopa).

Nngua WanoBanosa

YAOKHMLA UCCNeayeT BO3MOXHOCTM NeN3axsHO-
ro *aHpa B abcTpakTHOM xmBonucu. Ee paboTsl
NPEACTaBNAT COOOM YMUCTYIO abCTpakumio.
XOTA OCHOBHblE CTPYKTYPbI, BUAUMBIE Ha XOn-
CTe, N MOryT CUMTATLCA SNEeMeHTamMu NPYPOADL], OAHAKO
OHW BLIBOAATCA M3 PeanbHOCTY, CTaHOBACH HeoTbemne-
MbIMW COCTaBNAIOWIMMI M300PaxeHNA.
“lnuHbin NyTL” — Bawa nepsan BbiCTaBKa B Poccuun.
Ha kakyio ny6nuky oHa paccuutaHa?
A paboTato Ans Tex, KTO MOBUT NCKYCCTBO paant uc-
KyccTBa. Jliogn, KOTOpbIM HPABATCA APKMUE LiBETa, MHTEP-
npeTauna NpUpoAbl 1 abCcTpakumm, 0BbIMHO NONyYaloT
YAOBONLCTBME OT MOVX PaboT. BbicTaBKa “STNUHbIA NyTs"
MOKasblBaeT MOe Pa3BUTUE W POCT Kak Xy[OXKHVIKa.
Korpa Bbl Bnepsble 3aUHTEPeCOBannCb pucoBaHuem?
B cTapuweit wkone, korga Havana 6patb YPOKM X1MBONK-
CW. MHe 3TO HPaBWNOCh, YYMTENA BUAENM MOW NOTEH-
uvan. B konnepxe A pucosana Macnom, Pyykow, YepHu-
namm 1 nactenbio. NoTom y MeHa passunach anneprma
Ha MacnAHble KpackK, A Havana paboTaTb C aKkBapenbio,
nocTeneHHoO nepexoaa Ha akpun. Celrvac xe A aKcne-
PUMEHTUPYIO CO CMELIAaHHbBIMM TeXHUKaMM.
Kro 6binn Bawmnmu yuntenamu? Yemy oHu sac Hayumnu?
B konnemxe A U3yyana PUCYHOK, CKyNbNTypy, NPUHTBI,
Kepamuky. Ho pucosaHve cTano moeit nio6osblo.
MomHuTe CBOIO NepBYIO BbICTaBKY?
Al BNoMHe YCnewHo BbICTaBNANACH HA XYAOKECTBEH-
HbIX ApMapkax. MNotom Geina MoA nepsas ranepei-
HaA BbiCTaBKa B NpUHCTOHe. 3aTem 6binn BbICTaBKM
8 Hblo-[xepcu, Holo-Mopke, Mapk-Cutu 1 Ha ocTpose
MapTac-BuHbapa. Nepsaa My3eiHan BbiCTaBka NpoLwna
8 2007 rofly. VI cerofHA A CTONb e HepBHUYalo No no-
BOAy 3KCMO3MUMM B PyCCKOM My3ee, Kak 1 BO Bpems
MOeWn NepBOn BbICTaBKM.
Pacckaxute HEMHOTO O CBOeil cembe.
Y MeHs yauBuTeNbHas, NOAAEPKMBAIOWAA MEHA ce-
MbA — My>, CbiH, AOYEPU-ABOVHALIKA 1 MHOXECTBO
BHYKOB. A Takke paa ONM3KNX POACTBEHHNKOB, XyAOX-
HUKOB 1 My3bIKaHTOB.
Ectb nun y Bac x066u 3a npeaenamn npodpeccun?
JTbiKK, TEHHUC, NyTewecTBrA. bnarotBopuTenbHOCTL
1 JOKYMEHTaNbHOe KUHO.
Bbl TwecnaBHbi? Y10 3HAUUT gnA Bac cnasa?
Hapetoch, HeT. Cnasa NPUHOCKT € COBOI OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTb. B CBOIO MBOMUCH A CTAPalOCh NPUBHECTM NO-
CNefoBaTenbHOCTb U CTPACTb.

bring rigor and passion to my painting and all my pur-
suits.

How do you choose the subject for a new painting?
What are your favorite techniques? And why do they at-
tract you? Where do you seek inspiration?

Ideas come to me from prayer and contemplation, and
from nature. | like to constantly explore new technigues
with my paintings, playing with different mediums and
tools to create textures.

What are you most excited about for the future?

| am most excited about St. Petersburg for sure, among
one of the most famous collections in the world, and it
is hard to think beyond that.

Many people think painters and artists are very supersti-
tious. Do you have a talisman that brings you success?
Do you have any particular art taboos?

| have a strong faith in God so no taboos, no supersti-
tions and certainly no talismans. Art cannot be contrived;
it must come from the soul.

What human qualities do you find unacceptable?

| have the greatest respect for honesty. Everything else
is unacceptable.

If you had the chance of beginning your life all over
again, what would you change?

Nothing

In which country do you feel most comfortable, and do
you like to travel?

We love to travel and have been in most areas of the
world and in many many countries. Have never felt un-
comfortable no matter where | am. @

Kak BbI BbiGupaeTe cloxeT HOBOW KapTuHbi? KakoBbl Ba-
wu niobumble TexHukn? e Bbl YepnaeTe BAOXHOBEHUE?
Vigen NpUXoAaT KO MHE BO BPEMA MOWTBbI, Pasmbilune-
HWI 1 co3epuanna NpUpoabl. MHe HPaBMTCA MOCTOAH-
HO NPoBOBaTL HOBbIE TEXHWUKW, UIPaTb C Pa3NYHbIMK
matepuanamn 1 UHCTPYMEHTaMU.

Yro Bac 6onblue Bcero BonHyet B Gyaywem?

B HacToAWMI MOMEHT A 8 PAfOCTHOM NPeABKYLWEeHUN
BcTpeun ¢ CaHKT-MeTepbyprom, B OXKMAAHUN BbICTaBKN
B My3ee, rae cobpaHa OfiHa 13 CamblX 3aMeyaTeNnbHbIX
KONNEKUWIA XK1BOMUCH. .

MHorue nonarator, 4TO XyAOXHUKN OY€Hb CyeBepHbI.
EcTb nu y Bac TanucmaH, KOTOpbIiA NPUHOCUT yaauy?

A — rnyboKO BEPYIOLLMI YeNnoBek, Tak YTO HUKaKMX
Taby, HMKaKNX CyeBepUi 1, KOHEYHO Xe, HMKAKMX Ta-
NIMCMAHOB. VICKyCCTBO He MOXeET BbiTb M306pPeTeHO, OHO
[OMKHO MATW OT AyLn.

Kakue yenoBeuyeckue KayecTBa Bbl HaxoauTe Henpuem-
nembimun?

Al C BENMYANLIMM YBaXKEHVEM OTHOLLYCb K YECTHOCTM.
Bce ocTanbHoe coseplEHHO Henpriemnemo.

Ecnn 6bl Bam NpeACTaBUNCA WAHC HavaTb XKU3Hb CHava-
na, uto 6bl Bbl B Heil U3meHunnu?

Huyero.

B KaKoi1 cTpaHe Bbl UyBcTByeTe ceb6s komdpopTHee Bcero?
Jio6ute nu BbI NyTelwecTBOBaTL?

Mbl ¢ cembeit niobum MyTellecTBoBaTb, NOObIBaNN

8 GONbLWWNHCTBE PErMOHOB MUPa N BO MHOXECTBe
cTpaH. M MHe Bcerga v Besge 6bin0 KOMPOPTHO, Hesa-
BUCUMO OT TOro, rge MMeHHO A Haxogunachb. @
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